Finance Committee Minutes

For September 7, 2006
Room 5, Town Hall

Present:  Mr. Mastascusa, Mr. Wolpin, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Jones, Sr., Ms. Hurlbut, Mr. Kelliher, Mr. Hoadley and Mr. Casazza

Absent:  Mr. Westervelt
Guests:  Mr. Tassone, Finance Director 
At 7:35, Mr. Mastascusa, Chair, called the meeting to order.

October Town Meeting Articles – Members reviewed a Draft copy and Article # may change. 
MR. JONES, Sr., MOVED THAT NO ACTION WAS REQUIRED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON ARTICLE 1, HEAR AND ACT ON REPORTS OF TOWN OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES AND ARTICLE 2, ACCEPT CHAPTER 79 OF THE ACTS OF 2006.  MS. HURLBUT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY.

MR. CASAZZA MOVED TO RECOMMEND ARTICLE 5, AUTHORIZE NAMING OF HIGH SCHOOL STAGE, AND ARTICLE 6, AUTHORIZE NAMING OF BASEBALL FIELD.  MS. HURLBUT SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY.
MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENTS OUTLINED IN ARTICLE 10, AMEND ARTICLE 15 OF THE APRIL 3, 2006, TOWN MEETING.  MR. WOLPIN SECONDED THE MOTION. VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY

MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO REAUTHORIZE ARTICLE 11, DEPARTMENT OF ELDER AFFAIRS REVOLVING ACCOUNT – REAUTHORIZE.  MR. CASAZZA SECONDED THE MOTION.  VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY.

Members discussed Articles 31 & 32 that deals with NRYSSA, the establishment of the Committee and establishment of a Revolving Fund.  Ms. Hurlbut advised members to hold off until after a presentation from current NRYSSA members.  Mr. Casazza felt there was no financial gain in establishing the Committee, but it was noted that the Committee may look for town funding later on.
MS. HURLBUT MOVED THAT NO ACTION WAS REQUIRED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON ARTICLE 35, CITIZENS’ PETITION – CLOSE THE “TEMPORARY” 
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DOG PARK,  AT PARK STREET.  MR. JONES, SR., SECONDED, VOTED:  UNANIMOUSLY.
Capital Requests and Recommendations
Members reviewed a memo from the Town Administrator to the Board of Selectmen, dated August 29, 2006.  Capital items were broken down into priority items, but members felt more information was needed prior to voting on them.  Mr. Tassone is still getting bids for the Financial software.
Mr. Mastascusa asked Mr. Tassone to report on the amounts going in and out of the Revolving Funds.
Members were given a copy of the Report of the Finance Committee and were asked to review it.

Report of the Finance Director
· Northeast Metropolitan Regional Vocation School – Mr. Tassone reported that even though the bill for the vocational school was decreased, the original amount appropriated was under that amount.  The final figure has not been received yet.
· Fuel costs – Mr. Tassone reviewed what was budgeted and used.  He explained that the cost for the new vendor will be $12.80 per deca-therm.  The Town Administrator recommended holding $300,000 in free cash.

· Mr. Tassone advised members that the auditors are coming in and free cash should be certified by the October Town Meeting.

Minutes
MS. HURLBUT MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF 8/8/06, SECONDED BY MR. KELLIHER, VOTED UNANIMOUSLY (8-0)

Liaison Reports
Mr. Jones, Sr., reported that the Waste Water Committee voted to enact the Storm Water Act.
Mr. Wolpin reported on a discussion he had with the Fire Chief.  He said the ¾ ton pickup is well over due, the radio equipment needs to be updated, channels not coming in.  Mr. Wolpin was asked if the new radio equipment would be compatible with the old, and how many would be replaced?  He didn’t know off hand but will ask the Chief.  Mr. Casazza will find out about
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the Police radios.  Mr. Jones, Sr., questioned if the generator at Tower Road will still be used?
Mr. Mauceri said that with regard to NRYSSA, he has gotten a meeting together with the Town Administrator, the Board of Selectmen, Superintendent, and the Reading “Y” Director to talk about the Reading “Y” taking on the position of a Youth Director instead of have the position as a town employee.

Mr. Mauceri advised members that the Board of Selectmen would like the dog park moved, but if it can’t be, they may have to close it.

Ms. Hurlbut advised members that the amount of modulars needed at the High School has decreased because the cafeteria is not needed.  The cost for six modulars would cost $200,000+ for each modular.
Mr. Jones, Sr., questioned the two new hires by the Schools.  Would pensions be coming out of General Funds?  Do the Schools plan on using the money that the town would be getting back from SPED for the grounds keeper hire?
Mr. Mauceri mentioned that Dave Hanlon will be overseeing the J. T. Berry Project with a change in his salary and his guarantee to stay on for another three years.  Mr. Jones, Sr., asked if the additional FEMA money received will be certified for the October Town Meeting.  Mr. Tassone said, yes.
The next meeting of the Committee was set for Wednesday, September 20, 2006 at 7:30 PM.

            Approved _____________________ dated _____________
